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Stay Connected
Alumni Spotlight:

Cameron Smart
As I write this article it has been 27 years since I
have been a part of Campus Ventures. Wow!
Crazy how time flies by, it doesn’t seem like
that long ago. If I remember correctly I was
“recruited” to join Campus Ventures (Baptist
Student Union at the time) when I was a senior
in high school. I am glad God sent these people
into my life. I learned so much about how God
has a purpose for my life, loves me and wants
everyone to know Him. Those lessons became
like the rudder of a boat as I navigated my life
after college. I have often reflected on the
lessons learned and disciplines gained during
my time in Campus Ventures.
Because of the investment of those leaders and
others, I have continued to pursue my
relationship with God through daily quiet times, prayer, corporate worship and service. My wife and I have spent the
last 19 years of marriage leading couples, men’s and women’s bible studies, serving in children’s ministry and
Christian financial ministry. We do this because we want others to know Jesus, grow in their relationship with him
and develop the tools and confidence to share Christ with others.
Cameron & Sara Smart and Family.

VOICE RECOGNITION: God has many options when or how He wants to speak to us.

Following Jesus… Off Road

Dave Medders’ Corner:

As I look back on my last 27 years since graduating from college I can see how God has not only provided for my
physical and spiritual needs, but He has opened and closed doors, brought people I needed in and out of my life and
pursued me when I would wander off course. Campus Ventures helped me understand my purpose, which my current
pastor states as, “Keep the main thing, the main thing”, and that is to impact my world for Christ. Jesus didn’t save me
just so I could enjoy a relationship with Him and have eternal life. He saved me so I could show and lead others to
Christ. This year I have been challenged to step out in faith and trust God with some big life changes… and as you
would expect He has come through BIG TIME over and over again. As you spend time reading God’s word, praying
and worshiping Him may you have a better understanding of his deep love, unlimited forgiveness and overwhelming
grace for you.

SOURCE CODE Acts 8:26-29 Phillip ran into an angel one day who talked with him about a meeting with an
Ethiopian eunuch. He gave Phillip instructions to meet him and discuss what the man was reading. It was a
description of Jesus that the man couldn’t understand. Phillip helped him understand.
DEEPER How does God speak to you? Maybe you’re not sure if He does or how to recognize it when He is
speaking to you. Our heart must be in a place where God might whisper something significant to us.
Waiting, listening, being ready to hear are all important aspects for hearing God speak to us. God is not
limited in any way as to how to communicate to us. In Phillip’s case an angel and the Spirit both spoke to
him about talking to the man in the chariot.
DOWN TO IT Wait, be still, listen… we can do that, but often we want God to speak now. Or, maybe you
are wondering if God does this today. When was the last time someone said to you that “God spoke to me
about…?” Why is this so difficult to believe? I mean really, God spoke the world into existence!
A deeper question might be whether you want God to speak to you. Why wouldn’t you? When we learn
that God is always for us, has our backs and has our best interest in mind… always, we should welcome Him
entering our life this way. Throw out the easy for a serious word from God.

MINISTRY UPDATE

Summer 2021

The Gouldie Family.

Growth
We are excited to announce that
Jeff & Jolene Gouldie are planting a
new CV ministry at Chadron State
College this fall. They are in the
process of selling their house in
Laramie, as well as buying a house
in Chadron. Please pray for them in
this process as their family
transitions from UW to CSC, and as
they build partnerships with the
school and the local community.
Please also pray for connections
with students, and that students
would be receptive to the Gospel.

Overseas Missions
This summer 3 CV students are forming a team with 3 students and 1 staff from Colorado Christian
Challenge, and will be joining well-established missionaries in Southern Africa in an exciting new
partnership. The team will be working with unreached people groups and helping with an English as
a Second Language school. Pray for team bonding, for their travel regarding COVID-19 restrictions,
and that the team would be bold in sharing their faith: “… let your light shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16).

Project Impact
Approximately 30 students are gathering in Denver for this summer’s discipleship training program.
Fifteen of our CV students will be rubbing shoulders with students from other ministries as they learn
what living in biblical community looks like, all while working full-time jobs. They will also receive
trainings ranging in topic from evangelism to how to balance a checkbook. CV staff Heath & Riki Dancy
(UW) are leading this summer’s Project, and will be joined by fellow staff Kate Maxey (BH), Jordan
Reuer (UW), and Jesse & Steph Harvey (UW). Please pray for open and teachable hearts, and that
students would be intentional to share the Gospel with coworkers. Pray that they would walk away
with a deeper hunger for God and the desire to initiate biblical community at home and on campus.

Fall Retreat 2021
We are happy to announce that Fall Retreat 2021 is a go! After having to cancel last year’s event, we
are excited that our students will be able to come together at the end of September for fellowship
and input. Fall Retreat is also an opportunity to invite non-believers to come and find out more about
Jesus as they hang out in a relaxed and fun environment with believers. Please pray for favor to
gather together and that students would be open to God and His leading during this time of
fellowship.

