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INSIDE CV
Figuring Out Life and Faith

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: SHANA PETERSON
This New Year I’ve been reflecting on the story of our lives. God brings people into our lives that
intertwine into our story. Each person is a character that impacts our life some way, whether by bringing
encouragement, friendship, disappointment, hurt, or an unexpected blessing at just the right time.
Flashback to the late ‘80s where a group of 5 young college girls gathered around the small dining room
table in Janelle (Harrison) Week’s home for the first time with their Bibles and a copy of What Every
Christian Should Know About Growing. Five late-teen/early-twenties girls with different upbringings, life
experiences, salvation stories, and plans for the future were brought together by God’s design to begin the first
D1 (Discipleship One) group in Casper. Little did I know that what God was doing in my heart during those
weekly meetings would be foundational for other opportunities years down the road.
From those foundational years, God put a desire in my heart for
two things: love for His Word and discipling women. In His great
design and sense of humor, He began developing those desires even
more by letting me be the mom of 2 girls. I had learned years prior
the importance of consistent time in prayer and Bible study, but
during the parenting years God really impressed upon me the need
to know His Word so that I could teach others (namely my girls).
This developed into having wonderful opportunities to learn how to
study the Bible and over the years being able to teach groups of
women how to do this for themselves. And just recently I have been
given the opportunity to help parents of young children get in the
Word and teach their children about Jesus. Amazing to see God
bringing things full circle!
Time and time again in Scripture we see God telling His people
to remember. Remember Who He is and His faithfulness. My time
with BSU/CV brings fond memories of many things, but I pray that
I will always remember God’s love and faithfulness as He grounded
and grew me in those years. Remembering how God used a small
group of ladies around a small dining room table in a little white
house on Clyde.

Shana (Rupe) Peterson.

Shana Peterson
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CASPER COLLEGE

by Dave Weeks:
Collaboration – n. process of
working together willingly and
cooperatively to create something.
For the past 25 years, CV at Casper College has
been hosting a Super Bowl Party in collaboration
with the Student Activities department, Baptist
Collegiate Ministries, and the college’s food service
in order to create friendships among students on
campus. With God’s blessing and the tireless work
of all of these groups, we’ve just had another
Students at the SuperBowl Party, working on a game
successful party. About 100 students attended,
during half-time.
including all of the athletic teams.
What makes this collaboration so successful is sharing the prep time, effort, expenses, and hosting duties. Casper College pays for the pizza, Sodexo handles the snacks and cookies, BCM provides drinks, and we host; bringing additional
food, and providing games, prizes, setup and tear down. We are so blessed with an administration that desires to put
students first. The Super Bowl Party allows us to help the college in their mission, while aligning well with our goal of
reaching students. It is fantastic to see so many students cheering (booing?) together for a big play. The connection and
trust we get to build, especially at the beginning of a new semester, is vital for creating opportunities to share the Good
News of Jesus.

DAVE MEDDERS’ CORNER: Following Jesus... Off Road

THE DICHOTOMY OF A SECRET
Living a secret life reveals the determination to ignore the essence of following Jesus.
SOURCE CODE John 19:38 It seems admirable for Joseph to ask Pilate for the body of Jesus after Jesus was killed,
but he didn’t want to be seen asking for it. His fear won over courage that day. His fear took courage captive and it still
does today.
DEEPER Following Jesus Off Road leads to some of the most challenging decisions and reveals our heart and love for
Him and for those who don’t have a clue who Jesus is. It’s easy to do the “Christian thing” on Sunday, or huddle
together to study the Bible with others in a comfortable living room. There may be nothing wrong with that, but do
we huddle “off-site” where the rest of the world hangs out? Our fear reveals far more our unwillingness to live boldly
with skeptics.
DOWN TO IT How has the enemy used fear to keep you from confronting those trapped in the destitute culture we live
in? Fear easily rises up when someone challenges the Bible, Jesus or something we believe that is contrary to the
accepted norms of today. What will it take for courage to win in your life? Take a step this week and share something
you know is true about Jesus that your friends think is bogus. Or, ask God to reveal to you the root in your fear that must
be dealt with. Take a look at 1 John 4:18: “Love is a million miles from fear.” The Word on the Street Bible.

SOUTH DAKOTA SCHOOL OF MINES & TECHNOLOGY

by Justin Gwinn: Mining for Purpose
We are well into our second year (fourth semester) of CV at the South Dakota School of Mines &
Technology. If you had asked me two years ago what I thought God was going to do with this ministry I would have
given you a hopeful but nebulous answer. I knew what my team was committed to but didn’t know how students would
respond. We saw such great commitment and interest in the first year, and this year has only been better. I have watched
students commit to what they are learning about Jesus at CV, but it hasn’t stopped there — I’ve watched students make
what they are learning at CV a lifestyle! Because of
this our students are plugging into local churches,
growing in their hunger for reading the Bible,
memorizing Scripture, sharing their faith with nonChristians and discipling younger believers. The Holy
Spirit has unified our staff team and our first-year
student leaders to create a community that is mining
for purpose, finding it in the work of Jesus’ Kingdom,
and building a culture of Gospel-centered student
ministry at SDMines. Thank you for making this
effort possible by your prayer and partnership!
Jordan Scheuerman sharing with our Large Group
about living for Jesus after College .

NORTHWEST COLLEGE

by Seth Carter: The Intersection of Lives
It’s tempting to believe that the lives and families I see
on Facebook or Instagram are as glamorous as they look. I don’t
bemoan anyone posting their adventures and vacations and new
furniture on social media. We should be able to celebrate with each
other the provision of God, our times
of rest and play, as well as griefs such
as losing beloved pets. However, there
is no substitute for having someone in
my life, face to face and shoulder to
shoulder. I have a dream that students
Students that have invested time in college for
who are involved with a Campus
training and loving our family, sharing meals with Ventures ministry during college, will
us and playing basketball with our boys.
leave college knowing that it is normal
to have people in their homes and
lives. Our family is blessed and enriched by the wonderful people that come into our
lives. The team of staff and volunteers serving students alongside us this year, some of
whom are NWC graduates that came back to work with us, come into our mess, holding
our new baby boy, helping our 2nd grader with spelling and encouraging our teen to be a
man of integrity. Students come around for family movie night, invite themselves over for
dinner, see us engaging in the battle of parenting, observe marital miscommunication and
keep coming back. Our life isn’t particularly glamorous or adventurous but it’s the one
we have and we are happy to share it. Thanks for praying for the ministry of Campus A friend, former student, and
volunteer team member gets
Ventures. Blessings to you in 2020.

BLACK HILLS STATE UNIVERSITY
by Kate Maxey: Fresh Perspectives

“Oooh, that’s why the
words in my Bible are
red!”
Let me tell you, these
students keep me on my
toes.
Last semester we
taught students how to
study their Bibles. This
semester we’re putting
that
into
practice!
Reading through two
chapters of Mark each
week,
we
make
observations and ask
questions together…all
kinds of questions:
“Jesus has a sense of
BH students enjoying some free time at Life Impact
Conference in Estes Park!
humor, doesn’t he?”
“Why does Jesus let the
demons destroy 2,000 pigs? That seems rude…Wait, should we not eat pork??”
“Is Jesus low-key offended at his disciples?”
When we are so familiar with these stories, we often lose the impact felt by the
original audience. With many young believers in this group, it’s refreshing to feel
some of that shock factor again. Once, a girl let out a quiet, sad “aww” as we read
about the demon-possessed man cutting himself with rocks (Mark 5). Mark 4
brought some laughs—I think they were impressed Jesus napped on a boat in the
middle of a storm! Giving them freedom to ask any question about Jesus has opened
the door to conversations about who Jesus really is. We challenge them each week to
research one question for discussion the following week. They’ve taken up the
challenge! “This Bible study is so fun,” one guy commented. Pray for their hearts to
be captured by Jesus!

a grin out of meeting our
newest family member,
Leander Carter!

PRAYER REQUESTS
Join in the work!
● Praise & pray for 4 new staff
members as they raise support,
and for a 5th person applying
soon!
● Pray for God to raise up partners for all our staff so they can
be fully funded for the work He
has called them to do.
● Pray for a Human Resources
Director and an IT Coordinator
for the overall ministry.
● Pray for students as they fundraise for and participate in faithstretching summer projects:
Project Impact is an 8-wk discipleship training program in Denver where students learn life and
leadership skills as they live in
community and share the Gospel
with their coworkers.
Several students are also going
on projects overseas for 6-7wks
where they will share the good
news cross-culturally while
learning to live purposefully for
God.

UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING

by Kayti Parish:
Planting Seeds of Faith
Of the many exciting stories from the fall
semester, my biggest highlight was meeting with a
student who is not yet a believer. We met Amber*
during the first week of school. As we explained
about Campus Ventures, she shared that she was
trying to “figure out faith.” Later, she shared that she
grew up in a Mormon home, but wanted to explore
faith. We began to meet weekly and during those
meetings we had many conversations about God’s
grace and how we don’t work for our salvation. We
also talked about how to read the Bible, and I was
able to share the Gospel with her. She graduated at
Praying for students who graduated in December.
semester and moved away, but I am grateful for the
time we had together and the seeds I was able to plant. Please pray with me that Amber gets connected to Christians in
her new town, and that she will one day begin a relationship with Jesus.
We started 2020 by attending a conference in Estes Park, and
our first event of the semester was a Super Bowl Party. We also
have 11 new leadership students who have brought excitement
and energy to the team. We are excited to see what God has in
store for this team and the semester!
*Name has been changed

Most of the group who attended Life Impact in Estes Park.
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