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INSIDE CV
Figuring Out Life and Faith

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: ALICIA VEINBERGS
I am, by nature, a structured person. I like to plan and have
everything organized. In my perfect world, everything has its own
place. Obviously that is not real life. Life is beautiful, and it is
messy. Over the years, I have learned to let go (and let God have
control) more and more. But more often than I want to admit, I
have re-grasped my control of my life.
Three years ago I married my wonderful husband. He is the
opposite of me in so many ways: where I am structured, he is a free
-spirit, where I like to have a plan, he likes to take things as they
go. As would be expected, learning how to be married was a
growing experience for us, in the best way possible. We really
complement each other, but it took time to figure out how the
balance worked.
Then, earlier this year, my husband and I welcomed our first
child, Emerson, into the world. Having a brand new baby was
another growing experience for us. As would be expected, life
with a new baby was not predictable and often seemed chaotic to
me (especially at the beginning: sleepless nights, lack of
schedule…). So I, again, had to learn how to release my grip on
my plans and expectations. Being married to a more free-spirited
individual was such a good balance for me because he was able to
just go with the flow and take the inevitable bumps with such
patience and grace.
Alicia Veinbergs and Family

As I reflected on what to write in this letter, I thought back to
my time in college and how at that point the whole world was
unknown. I wanted so badly to know where I would live, who I would marry, all the details of my future...
And although I didn’t know them, God did. He orchestrated my steps, and as I learned and grew in Him, He
led and guided my way. He had the spouse who would complement me and who I could partner with well in
order to be the best parents for our daughter. So, even though I want to have a plan, it all comes back to
knowing the One who knows. The foundation I built at BHSU through my time at CV allowed me to
cultivate that commitment to God and dependence on Him.
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Summer CV studying 1st John and our two brand new
staff women: Jordan & Kayti.

PROJECT IMPACT:
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

by Katie Campbell
Project Impact was a lifechanging summer for me. Growing up, I have heard many sermons about what the gospel is,
how my identity is found in
Christ, and God’s unrelenting,
steadfast love for us. I thought that
I understood all these concepts.
However, I discovered how deep
these truths run in our lives as I
lived them out this summer.
Through conversations with
friends, coworkers, and strangers I
saw how relevant and transformative the gospel is. Every worry,
struggle, or shame discussed is
addressed through it. My identity
in Christ was reaffirmed through
challenges in my job. I learned to
accept that my works and reputation don’t determine who I am. I
am a beloved child of God no matter what I do or don’t do. Period.
And lastly, I felt God’s love
through interactions of those
around me as He provided people
who loved and supported me.

by Heath Dancy: Exciting Change
Summer always has a different feel in college
ministry, but this summer has still been extremely
fruitful. We have had a blast with about 15 students
hanging out at the park, having cookouts, and going
through the letter of 1st John at Summer CV. God is
breathing excitement into our lives because as the first
day of school approaches we are slowly seeing older
students come back in to town.
Another exciting aspect of our coming year is the
blessing of new staff. We have the privilege of
welcoming Jordan Reuer and Kayti Parish. Jordan has
been serving on CV staff at Black Hills State for the last
three years. Kayti is recent graduate from BHSU who
has decided to serve as an intern at UW. This has been an
answer to many prayers and we are beyond thrilled to
have them on our team. We can’t wait to see how God
works through them in our ministry.
Please continue to pray for our staff and Leadership
Team as we begin to reach out to Freshman and new
students. Pray also that God will move in the hearts of
students through our Gospel Appointments, small
groups, and discipleship this Fall. We also want to thank
you so much for your prayer and continued support in
what God is doing through CV!

Dave
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CASPER COLLEGE

by Meghan Keegan: Long-Reaching Effects
This week, I got the opportunity to talk with a student who recently
moved to Idaho. Emily made the decision to follow Jesus after many months of
involvement in Campus Ventures and our activities. In our recent conversation,
she talked about how Campus Ventures made an impact on her faith – even
though she moved to a place where she doesn’t have community, she is actively
seeking to try to find or make that community in Idaho. While in school, she heard
that it was important to find people who are followers of Jesus to do life with, and
now that is what she is trying to do. So far, she hasn’t made much progress, but
when she gets sidelined, she keeps getting back up to try again.
God is so good – He is using Campus Ventures at Casper College to not only
make a difference in students’ lives here and now, but He is using the lessons
taught here to guide their relationships with Him after they leave Casper College –
making an eternal impact.
Please pray for Emily as she looks for friends who are fellow followers of Christ.

SOUTH DAKOTA SCHOOL OF MINES & TECHNOLOGY

by Justin Gwinn: Canaries for Christ
Campus Ventures at SDSM&T has its very first leadership team! Four of our leadership students were able
to attend a leadership retreat in Rapid City earlier this month to talk about the vision of disciple-making on campus and
the strategies we will be employing to accomplish that vision. It was so refreshing to see our students coming up with
ideas using the passion and momentum they acquired this Summer from Project Impact and the FOCUS East Asia trip.
SDMines’ mascot is Grubby the Hardrocker, a gruff miner. My wife, Sarah, had the excellent idea to think about
Jesus and our students going onto campus like Canaries going into a mine as a picture of sacrifice. As I think about this
semester I realize we have a group of canaries now. It is a
sacrifice for these young leaders to give time, energy, and
passion to join the work Jesus is doing on campus. I am
so honored and excited to see them excited about leading
new students to Christ and developing the disciplemaking community CV is known for.
Will you pray for these excellent students? Pray for
opportunities to use the Evangelism and Discipleship
training they received this Summer on campus. Pray for
our staff to continue giving them relevant vision and tools
for the students to use here!
Our leadership team planning our first week of events .

FOCUS: STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

by Carly Sisson
During the month of June, I got to travel to East Asia with three other women to study language, meet students, and
have spiritual conversations. None of us saw anyone come to know Christ, but we knew we could trust God to use our
labor even though we couldn’t see immediate results.
One teammate, Katrina, and I went paddle boarding after returning home and noticed a girl working in the gift shop
by the lake. We found out that Sue* was in a summer work exchange program here and is from the same area we had
been in! We made plans with her after she got off work that day. After a canoe ride around the lake, we sat down, got
into deep conversation, and shared the Gospel. Sue accepted Jesus that night!
Sue’s friend from work, Amy* approached to see what was happening. Sue, a brand new Christian, explained the
Gospel to her. Amy was resistant to the message, but agreed to go to church with Katrina, Sue, and I the next Sunday.
After church that day, Amy accepted Christ! God took my team across the ocean and back to meet two girls who were
themselves far from home. I’m so glad He guided them to their true Home!
*Names have been changed to protect these new sisters in Christ from danger in their home country.*

NORTHWEST COLLEGE

by Amy Penn: Seize the Season
Summer welcomes Fall. Students arrive on campus.
We get to enjoy the fullness of life. It is the harvest – the fruit of
the investment of those who have gone before us in students’ lives.
Fall fades to Winter. There is studying, learning and growing in
school and in life. Together with them, we face the dark and cold
days of winter – emotionally, spiritually, & literally. This is the
time to establish a strong root system on foundational truth.
Winter awakens Spring. Students have seen, experienced, and
are catching the vision. The growth of winter, empowered by the
Holy Spirit, produces action.
Spring releases Summer. Graduation arrives and students leave
Their growth is evident – but we don’t get to see the fullness of
their growth or what it will be like in its maturity.
We wait in hope, lifting our eyes to the Master Gardener while
entrusting back to Him the students He gave us. We rest in summer as preparation begins again in the Fall.
O the glorious mystery of discipleship that we get to participate
in as we fully surrender to Christ!
Tis the Season!
Thank you for joining us as we partner with the Lord in building His Kingdom at Northwest College in Powell, Wyoming!

Seize the Season: Sacrificial Investment, in Faith,
to the Glory of the One who brings the Growth.

BLACK HILLS STATE UNIVERSITY

by Mandi Decker: The Power of Story
As staff with Campus Ventures, we are encouraged to take part in further Biblical training. This summer I
took four classes at CSU through the Institute of Biblical Studies. The following is a story about how God stretched me
in my Biblical Communication class with the assignment to share a story from the Bible with a nonbeliever.
Eye contact and a smile. That was a good sign. Maybe I
could ask this lady for help. I saw her stop at the vending
machine. Perfect. I walked up to her, introduced myself, and
explained my assignment. Selma* listened with a smile and
told me that she could help me the next day. I planned a time
with her and walked away remembering to breathe again. This
was all a little outside my comfort zone.
The next day, I found Selma in the library and shared with
her about David and Mephibosheth from 2 Samuel 9. Selma
asked great questions and was very interested in the kindness
that David showed Mephibosheth. I spoke about how that
points to God’s kindness. We visited much about this. By the
end of the conversation, she mentioned wanting to read the
Bible so that she could be better prepared to visit with
Christians in the future. Selma was surprised that such a story
was in the Bible and found it intriguing. Pray with me that
Selma does just that, and that God captures her heart.
As the fall semester begins, we’ll be meeting students like
Selma who are trying to figure out life and faith. Pray God
captures their hearts as well.
*Name changed.
I came away from my Bible classes in Colorado
with a deeper love for God and His Word.
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