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Figuring Out Life and Faith

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: LAURA ROTH
When I think back on my time with Campus Ventures, the words of Cory
Asbury's song, Reckless Love, come to mind. The chorus reads,
Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God
Oh, it chases me down, fights 'til I'm found, leaves the ninety-nine
I couldn't earn it, and I don't deserve it, still, You give Yourself away
Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God

Laura (Bien) Roth
Mountain Top Retreat
Bozeman, MT

I know that if it were not for God's pursuit in my life since I was a child, I would
not have made the choice to sign up for Campus Ventures at the University of
Wyoming as a freshman in the fall of 1988. Little did I know what God had in
store for me through this group. As a freshman, getting away from home for the
first time was freeing. I finally had the opportunity to do whatever I wanted when I
wanted. And, for a while I did just that. Yet, at the same time, God was drawing
me back to Himself through CV (Baptist Student Union at the time) students and
staff. These individuals were faithfully pursuing incoming students in that critical
window at the start of the school year when choices are often made that set the
course for the next four years and beyond.

Life looks a lot different now than it did in college. At the time, juggling class schedules and professors'
demands seemed difficult. In retrospect, it was a simpler time. Balancing the demands of running a ministry with
the complexity of raising a family in a society that is increasingly opposed to Christian ideals is a far greater
challenge. Yet, there is not a day that goes by where I am not reminded of God's goodness when it comes to the
spiritual foundation He has laid in my life, in part through Campus Ventures. As my husband, Ted, and I raise our
two adopted sons, Andrew and Alec, I am constantly challenged as to how I can join the Lord in discipling them to
grow into the young men He would have them be one day. Sometimes it is memorizing a verse on the way to
school, reading and asking how a Bible passage applies to their lives, or just showing by example what it looks like
to abide in Christ and let Him live through me in the midst of my inadequacies.
Looking back, the way the Lord pursued me during that season of life still amazes me. I had no idea as a young
freshman that Campus Ventures would set my life on a course that would continue to impact me on a daily basis. I
learned principles and life skills that were not taught in any of my college courses. Many of these found
application as I completed seminary and continued on with ministry. I am so grateful for the faithful individuals
who invested their time and resources to show me how to know and walk with God. It is hard to summarize my
twelve-year student/staff experience with CV, but the friends I made, the perspective I gained, and the things I
learned remain with me to this day.
I will sing to the Lord, for He has been good to me. - Psalm 13:6

Stories from Our Campuses

●

IN THIS ISSUE

Missions Corner: Latest from Langhout ●

Dave Medder’s Corner

Over 100 people attended UW’s first large
group of the year!

Heath Dancy: A Momentous Beginning
The first two weeks of school are always exciting and this year hasn’t been any different. The start of
the semester has been amazing here at the Campus Ventures UW. We have seen the Lord move in some mighty ways,
but none more exciting than with our Leadership Team. They have really taken some ownership of our ministry and
have caught the vision of reaching people for Jesus. They have done an amazing job inviting and reaching out to so
many new students.
During CV Night we have started our series on “Purpose.” We are going through different aspects of following God
and looking into the purpose of each. We are helping students answer the question “WHY?” that many of them have in
different areas of their walk with God. We have had a great turnout at our CV Nights and we are consistently trying to
find more chairs! Praise the Lord! Please pray that our students will really be investigating their faith as we look at
finding their “Purpose.”
Another exciting aspect of ministry in the first few weeks has been the start of “Gospel Appointments.” We have
begun using this tool to help reach out to new
students and follow up with students that come to
any of our events. And our students have
absolutely loved this idea! We are having more
spiritual conversations than ever before. Please
pray that the Spirit continues to move in these
appointments and that our leaders remain excited
about having spiritual conversations with their
fellow students.
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MISSIONS CORNER

Teddy Langhout: Local Brotherhood
I recently moved to Nalchik, Russia. The city is in the
Caucasus mountains, tucked between the Black and Caspian Seas.
There are over 40 different ethnic groups, many of which speak
completely different languages. The vast majority of these people
are born into Islam (ex. If you’re of the Kabardian nationality,
you’re Muslim) and have very little concept of who Jesus is.
A history of war, deportation, persecution, and discrimination,
coupled with a very strong cultural tie to Islam, creates a strong
veil to the gospel. God has given me the opportunity live and
work for a climbing gym here. This allows me to join Him to be a
light in this dark place.
One of the ways we’ve seen God at work is through local
believers here. I’ve met a few guys and gals who are serious
about following Jesus and making disciples, but one guy sticks out
in particular: Sam*. I first met him last summer when I came to
visit the area to see if I wanted to make the move. I also lived
with him my first three months in the country.
I wasn’t sure whether or not he had made any decisions to
follow Jesus. I knew he was seeking, but was unsure of how
serious he was. When I arrived in January, I was dropped off at
his house, and over a cup of tea one of our first conversations was
about how he had decided to believe in and follow Jesus! I was
ecstatic and a brotherhood was quickly born. From that point on
many of our conversations revolved around following Jesus, what
the Christian life was all about, and our purpose.
People poured into Sam with the good news for three years.
Over that time God changed his heart and now he is on his way to
being a strong influence here. This is the dream for people here
and we get a chance to encourage, build up, and train guys like
Sam. Join me in praying for this dark and unknown region of the
world.
*Names changed.

Tyler Owens: Jesus and
Scorpions

Sunrise, hoof thuds, a beautiful wild mustang
trotting between tents. Snoozing in the tents
were students from Saudi Arabia, Turkmenistan,
Morocco, and the U.S.A. We were camping in
the Pryor Mountains right on the border of
Montana and Wyoming, where wild horses
traverse the range. As the weekend progressed,
a snapshot of the beginning of our semester at
NWC could be clearly seen. An eclectic group
of students of different backgrounds and beliefs
were gathered to enjoy new community, and
were able to witness Christ’s love as believers
around them lived out Jesus’ Love and spoke of
the wonderful things He has done. One
Turkmen guy experienced a lot more than he
bargained for. He jumped nervously off of cliffs
into a lake, accidentally ate a rock, and had a
scorpion crawl onto his sandaled foot. Over the
course of this first few weeks he has heard many
verbally praising Jesus for things He is doing
around us. By the end of the weekend this
student had picked up the practice. He likes to
announce events, and with each announcement
came a “thank you Jesus for…” Recently he told
me he believes Jesus is God! Praise Jesus for the
work He is doing among students so early on at
Northwest College! Pray fervently with us as
students continue to hear the wonderful news of
our Savior!
NWC
students
and staff
looking
excited for
their
camping
trip.
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Justin Gwinn: Building Community
God has been orchestrating so many incredible things for His Kingdom in Rapid City!
It is such a privilege to be here on behalf of Jesus and in partnering with you, the
supporters of CV, who make our ministry to the students (and many others) possible!
Thank you! We have seen the first kick-starting events — a weekly “Bible Doing” on
Tuesday nights and a weekly LEGO community building event on Fridays — draw in
students that are interested in growing in faith who are not currently plugged in with other
campus ministries (some that have no spiritual background). We have started guiding
excited freshman and mature upperclassmen into the vision and process of discipleship.
We have led a man to Christ through the conjoined efforts of patience, love, and boldness
from students, staff, and even our kids in declaring the saving truth of the Gospel! Praise
the Lord!
SDSMT students enjoying CV’s Bible Doing and LEGO Community Building events.

BLACK HILLS STATE UNIVERSITY

Kate Maxey: New Friends, New Fall
“Honestly, I just really need friends,” shared a freshman girl
named Beulah after being asked why she decided to check out Bible study that
night. If the head nods around the group were any indication, she was not the
only one searching for friends. Recent studies show that those of “Generation
Z” (students currently in college) are considered the loneliest generation.
Searching for connection that goes beyond the social media worlds of
Instagram, Facebook, and Snapchat, students are arriving on campus hungry
for authentic community… and ultimately, hungry for Jesus.
As our upperclassmen leaders graduate, a big prayer on our hearts this year
is
for
a good community of freshmen. What an encouragement it’s been
BHSU leaders and new freshmen friends
getting
to know these new students! Many have expressed an interest in Bible
at the pinnacle of their hike up
studies
and growing in their faith. We’ve seen many of the same faces at our
Crow Peak.
different hiking events, movie nights, after-church picnics, and even sitting
together in the cafeteria. God also brought some fun surprises around CV this year: Shelby, a self-declared “agnostic”,
came to our CV movie night and girls’ spa hang out. Ai, a Japanese international student, became “suddenly” interested
in Christianity her last semester in America, wanting to learn all about it before she returns home. She’s attended every
CV meeting so far. What a wonderful privilege to witness God at work creating community at BH! Please pray this
community continues to grow as we head to Fall Retreat!

DAVE MEDDERS’ CORNER

Disciple-Making Off Road
Two ongoing questions challenge me and perhaps you
can relate to them also.
1. When does “faith”
become more than a
word thrown around
in Christian churches
and groups?

2. How does contentment
rule my life rather
than the endless
pursuit of stuff?

There is great risk when we seriously think about how
“faith” is showing up in our life. And, “contentment”
seems to be a word that society wants to erase from our
vocabulary. When these two words are practically
eliminated from our lifestyle, we become spiritually

CASPER COLLEGE

sedentary and never experience God at the end of
ourselves.
Do you remember when you memorized 2 Timothy
2:2? Read what The Word on the Street version says. “…
What you’ve picked up from me, hand on down to solid
guys who can coach others. Tough it out with us…
Trained combat teams don’t get sucked into the daily soap
opera of normal life.” This really crashes into our
lifestyles as we age.
Or what do you do with Psalm 73:25? “…earth has
nothing I desire besides you.” (speaking of God.)
“Unless we are living the upside-down kingdom of
God, it is simply absurd to go around talking about it.”

Dave Weeks: Happy 25th!
This year marks the 25th anniversary for CV at Casper College. Campus Ventures was founded in 1991
as an inter-denominational college organization, with the express purpose of helping students become more like Christ
and have a lifelong desire to serve and follow Him. The New Testament provides us with strong examples and
guidelines for mentoring/discipleship. This method of spiritual development is what makes Campus Ventures unique.
In the fall of 1993, under the leadership of Dave Medders and Caleb Burton, Campus Ventures expanded to a second
campus, Casper College. With the assistance of Shelly Burton and Janelle Weeks to
mentor girls, CV in Casper was established.
Caleb and Shelly felt called to overseas missions in the spring of 1997, which left a
group of volunteers to run the ministry — all of whom were employed full-time in
the community. Casper CV had several interns on campus in those early years.
In January 2006, Dave Weeks came on full-time as the director of CV at Casper
College. Since that time there have been a number of interns and volunteer staff, and
as of this year, we have a full-time associate staff, Meghan Keegan.
God has used this ministry to reach thousands of people over the past 25 years.
Hundreds have been discipled, many have gone on mission trips, and many have
accepted Christ!
Thank You, God, for using Campus Ventures at Casper College for the past 25
Casper celebrates with cake!
years to expand Your Kingdom!

