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INSIDE CV
Figuring Out Life and Faith

DEAR ALUMNI AND FRIENDS OF CAMPUS VENTURES,
Thank you for your support of the individuals and families serving through Campus Ventures (CV). Your
prayers and contributions are vital in accomplishing our God-given mission: to help college students glorify
God through knowing and loving Him, and leading others to be devoted disciple-makers for Jesus Christ.
Since 1991, when CV was founded, many people have been a part of mentoring and discipling young men
and women in order to prepare them for a lifetime of faithful service in God’s Kingdom. While each of you
may have a personal interest in the happenings surrounding a particular staff member or campus, the
Foundation for Christian Discipleship and each campus director felt it worthy to share with you glimpses of
the larger efforts being made through your partnership – to offer you a bigger picture of God at work through
Campus Ventures.
As Paul encouraged the church at Corinth, we also want to
follow the appeal of 1st Corinthians 12:24-26:
“…God composed the body, having given greater honor to
that part which lacks it, that there should be no schism in the
body, but that the members should have the same care for one
another. And if one member suffers, all the members suffer
with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice
with it.”
It is to that end we offer you the inaugural edition of Inside
CV. We want to celebrate all God is doing through the men
and women of CV. This semi-annual publication will
communicate how students are being engaged and equipped
by the good news of Christ Jesus on all 5 campuses –
University of Wyoming, Casper College, Northwest College,
Black Hills State University, and South Dakota School of
Mines and Technology.
We hope that these stories will encourage you and propel
you to greater faith in Christ. Thank you again. Your support
is important and your prayers of eternal value!
For the glory of God,
Shane Vietzke
Campus Ventures Staff
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During Life Impact, the NWC crew went to visit Jack Philips’ cake
shop and the headquarters for Save the Storks (shown above).

NORTHWEST COLLEGE

Mary Carter: Morning Prayer
“I want to start a morning prayer group at 7 AM
this semester—every day!” This was exciting momentum that was
inspired from the commitment of another student last fall to do
this same thing at 8 AM each weekday. Only the Holy Spirit can
create these desires in the hearts of freshmen students! We are
seeking to disciple students to Jesus, to train up leaders for God’s
kingdom so they can equip others (2 Timothy 2:2, Ephesians 4:12)
and to help them thrive in community. We hope they leave their
time at Northwest College with a vision for making disciples and
a lasting lifestyle of worship. And the commitment of these
students to initiate daily prayer movements is so exciting!
Since the annual Life Impact conference in Colorado this
January, students are gaining spiritual momentum evidenced by:
increased requests from students to meet one on one with staff to
seek Jesus and understand the Bible; weekly discipleship groups
started; young couples seeking counsel toward marriage; a
baptism and a couple more interested; the salvation of a young
man that attended a Campus Ventures men’s retreat in South
Dakota after over three semesters of our staff sharing the gospel
and being in his life. Pray for him as he changes his allegiance
from the cult he grew up in to Jesus Christ and His Word! It is the
Lord who brings the growth and we are thankful for the
faithfulness of our staff to minister to this student.

Mitch & Sonja Kraft: Reaching
Nepal through Providing Jobs
Recently, the business we are working for
hired 27 new people. This is a very exciting
time for us, especially for Mitch, as he is in
charge of this new department. This is the most
people the business has ever hired at one time.
Now there are over 80 employees at work. With
all of these new hires, it allowed more Nepali
people to have opportunities for dignified work,
fresh starts, and fulfilled lives. Many of the
employees come from backgrounds that make it
hard for them to find employment. Our business
believes in giving these people opportunities to
work and make a living wage. With a job, they
have the opportunity to come to Bible studies
during work hours and learn about the Bible.
Our Bible study has almost doubled since
this new round of hires. Less than 2% of
Nepal’s population is Christian, so some of the
employees have never met a Christian before
working with us. Having this opportunity to
learn about Jesus is very important. Mitch has
really enjoyed directly investing in these
peoples’ lives. It has been encouraging to see
their friendships and self-confidences grow. We
are amazed at what God has done in their lives
in just a short time.

Mitch and Sonja with Nepali friends

BLACK HILLS STATE UNIVERSITY

BHSU student submitting
their hard question.

Brenda Lewis: Student’s Hard Questions
Our motto with Campus Ventures is “helping students figure out life and
faith”. This year we introduced a “hard questions” segment to our weekly large group
meeting on Tuesdays. We give students the opportunity to write down different questions
they have about life, faith, or the Bible, and they place it in the yellow CV cups on each
table. Our staff team then divvies out questions to research and answer at our large group
meeting. Lately, Shane answered what it means to be made in God’s image using an
excellent video from the Bible Project. I answered, “Does Jesus have a sense of humor?”
using stories from Scripture, revealing “Yes, He does!” We currently have a stack of hard
questions to prepare for including: “Why does something that broke your faith take so
long to heal”, “If Jesus was a Jew, why do we not practice that same religion”, and three
varying questions about the Trinity. As students take advantage of asking some of their
hard questions, it gives us insight into what they are thinking. Please pray for wisdom for
our Staff team as we research answers and for students to continue asking some real
questions.

DAVE MEDDERS’
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UWCV students and staff looking great as they dressed up for the Girl’s Banquet.

UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING

Heath Dancy: Spring Happenings
Spring Break is already here? We can’t believe how fast the semester has
started. But we are really excited about what God is doing on our campus. The common
theme all semester is “NEW FACES.” We are constantly seeing new people come check
out CV. Please pray for our Spring Retreat as we have six new students we met this week
who already signed up! It is cool to see our students invite their friends to our ministry.
They are catching the vision!
During CV Night we started a series called “Timeless Truths.” Which cover different
issues that or students wanted to discuss deeper. We’ve had a chance to see exactly what
the Bible says and how God shows us how to deal with these real issues. It has been
stirring to see our students getting into deeper conversations about: Pain, Suffering,
Doubting our Faith, etc.!
Another exciting aspect of this semester is our Old Testament character study. It has
been impactful to see students learn from the lives of Old Testament characters. We have
seen a lot of excitement about putting the “Story of the Bible” together and how God
works through His people and how He still does this today.
Our recent Girl’s Banquet was a success. We got to teach the men to serve and remind
the girls of their value in being a Daughter of God.

CASPER COLLEGE

Janelle Weeks: Winter in Wyoming
Cold. Wind. More snow. Less daylight. So how do we cope in Casper?
Well let’s see…
After a big snowstorm, one student decided that coping with winter should include
having us text everyone to join in a last minute sledding night – almost 20 showed up,
including several first-timers to CV. Another student planned a “Girl’s Night In”
sleepover that included a Bible study and panel discussion on relationships. It was really
encouraging to see so many young women attend and participate in the conversation.
Our annual Super Bowl Party yielded 75-80 attendees
in spite of the fact that few were interested in either team
winning. Playing bingo with the commercials seemed to
be a fun way for students to participate. This year, CV
large group fell on Valentine’s Day for us, so we had a
Valentine Carnival that drew an energetic crowd of
revelers. Also, during a recent 15-inch snow day, several
students who were stuck in the dorm called their friends
over for an afternoon of games.
Hopefully the worst of winter is coming to a close. We
plan to usher it out with a quick trip to summer camp.
The first weekend of Spring Break we are planning a
service project/retreat at a camp near Guernsey. We will
work on tasks that the camp needs completed to prepare
Casper students surviving
for summer, while bonding together in worship and Bible
the cold with a hang out at
study. Why don’t you join us?
the Weeks’ house.

Disciple-Making
Off Road
You may be 2 years
out of college or maybe
25. So, how would you
describe your life now.
Would the phrase “Fully
Alive and Deeply
Engaged” describe you
as it relates to following
Jesus? It does become
more challenging to have
the words “disciple
making” come into a
conversation with
someone after you have
left Campus Ventures.
Have you had a “build
an ark” or “walk around
the wall 7 times and blow
a horn” experience lately,
or ever? Any “burning
bushes with God
speaking from it” been
your experience recently?
Our argument often goes
like this: “I attend
Sunday services, give
what I can to a church,
and serve on the
welcoming crew.” All
okay stuff, but sometimes
we need to chart a new
course for our faith.
Psalm 20:7 “Some
trust in chariots and
some in horses, but we
trust in the name of the
Lord our God.”
Sometimes our life
could be described in
Psalm 20:7a. Are we
trusting in what makes
sense to most people? Or,
are we willing to take the
extremely minority view
of 20:7b?
Our adventure with
God should be more
exciting as we age.
There’s no place for
boredom or the many
cultural pursuits that
leave us empty in our
spirit. Casting Crowns
asks whether we are
“reckless warriors or
living for picket fences.”

SOUTH DAKOTA SCHOOL OF
MINES & TECHNOLOGY

Justin Gwinn: New Campus for CV
Justin and Sarah Gwinn are thrilled about their
opportunity to plant the newest Campus Ventures at South
Dakota School of Mines & Technology (Rapid City, SD)
in the Fall 2018! Students at this campus are driven,
intelligent, and passionate about academics (sometimes to
a fault.) They are pointed towards high-paying jobs,
comfort, and status. The Gwinn’s desire is to show these
students the truth of 1 Corinthians 1:28 (NLT) “God chose
things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at
all, and used them to bring to nothing what the world
considers important.”
Please pray for the students, that Jesus would be their
passion and discipleship to Christ would be their purpose
in any context and circumstances they find themselves class, residence halls, or at a job after college! Jordan
Scheuerman will be joining the Gwinn’s as Volunteer Staff
so please pray for him to get a job in Rapid City and for
his plan to live with students to come together. There are
still a few people considering joining as Volunteer and
Associate Staff with the Gwinn’s so please pray for Jesus
to show them what He wants for their life. Justin has
already met a few students currently enrolled at School of
Mines and meets someone each week who has connections
in Rapid City. Jesus is paving the way, praise the Lord!

On campus at Mines. Photos by: Nick Nelson
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